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Annual meeting finds organization on solid footing 
 In a surprisingly brief time, the 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative As-
sociation (WECA) made the transition 
from an undercapitalized organization 
to one with more than $900,000 in the 
bank, members learned from reports 
Monday at their 80th anniversary an-
nual meeting in Stevens Point. 
 By voice vote members approved 
a 2016–17 budget levying no dues 
increase and anticipating a margin of 
approximately $290,000 on income of 
nearly $3.3 million.  
 Treasurer Elaine 
Eckendor f  sa id 
revenues and ex-
penditures in the 
new 12-month plan 
match those in the 
14-month budget 
prepared during 
last summer’s move 
from the 20-year 
unification with Cooperative Network 
to renewal of WECA’s former status as 
a stand-alone organization.  
 The transition reduced personnel 
costs, and abatement of rent expenses 
for the Madison offices formerly occu-

pied jointly with Cooperative Network 
remains possible, Eckendorf reported. 
Absent abatement or Cooperative 
Network vacating the premises earlier 
than anticipated, rent obligations at 1 
South Pinckney Street may continue 
until the lease ends in 2022.   
 Board Chair-
man David Paudler 
thanked the 25 
member co-ops for 
assisting with cash 
flow to manage the 
transition, the Na-
tional Rural Utili-
ties Cooperative 
Finance Corpora-
tion (CFC) for establishing a line of 
credit for WECA, and the Federated 
Rural Electric Insurance Exchange 
(Federated) for putting in place the 
insurance necessary to resume inde-
pendence July 1.
 Paudler also praised the Rural 
Electric Supply Cooperative (RESCO) 
which, with CFC and Federated, 
“stood by us throughout this last year.” 
RESCO and CFC joined Federated as 
2016 annual meeting sponsors.

   Helping bridge 
the financial gap 
was a total of almost 
$400,000 compris-
ing chiefly dues paid 
in advance and a spe-
cial assessment of 
the members, along 
with the exercise of 
a $100,000 line of 

Board seated, directors re-elect officers
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association board members for 2016–17 commenced their terms at Monday’s annual meeting. 
Seen here (L–R) are Directors Diane Zimmerman, Jerry Huber (succeeding David Stute), Judith Anibas, Steve Lucas (succeed-
ing Tim Stewart), Elaine Eckendorf, William Fischer, David Paudler, Larry Dokkestul, and Derrick Oberle (succeeding Steve 
Truver). Director Dallas Sloan was unable to attend. Incumbent board officers retained their positions: Paudler continues as 
chairman and Dokkestul as vice chairman; Eckendorf was re-elected secretary-treasurer. Fischer and Zimmerman continue on 
the executive committee. Retiring director awards acknowledged the board service of Stewart, Stute, and Truver. 
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credit, paid off sooner than expected 
before the end of the past fiscal year, 
President and CEO Steve Freese ex-
plained.  
 Paudler recalled the 2015 annual 
meeting where then-outgoing Board 
Chairman Robert Gadwill concluded 
his report by saying there is “light at 
the end of the tunnel.” On Monday, 
Paudler ended his report by saying, “I 
am pleased to report to you today that 
we have passed through the tunnel and 
we have bright days ahead.” 
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Courts have multiple CPP options
 Prospects of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit having the last word on the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan (CPP) 
evaporated last Tuesday, as election returns suggested 
early Senate confirmation of a successor to late Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia.  
 With the high court tied at 4–4, CPP arguments likely 
wouldn’t advance beyond the D.C. Circuit, dominated by 
Obama administration appointees. Breaking the tie would 
point toward Supreme Court action late next year or in 2018.  
 Meanwhile, National Rural Electric Cooperative Association Chief Op-
erating Officer Jeffrey Connor told participants at the WECA annual meeting 
the D.C. Circuit has several options.
 The court could affirm the CPP, overturn it as arbitrary and capricious or 
for rulemaking violations of the Administrative Procedure Act, or remand it to 
the agency for more work. 
 A Supreme Court appeal after the tie is broken might no longer be guar-
anteed, with new EPA and Department of Justice leadership to be appointed.  
 Connor told the WECA audience the election showed rural voices have 
“a great opportunity to change the regulatory state” and that the federal gov-
ernment “needs to figure out what rural voters are thinking.” 

 Electric coop-
eratives are “well-
suited” to cope with 
the EPA “regulation 
factory,” distrib-
uted generation, 
and other factors 
slowing kilowatt-
hour sales, National 
Rural Utilities Co-
operative Finance Corporation (CFC) 
CEO Sheldon Petersen told WECA 
annual meeting attendees in Stevens 
Point Monday.
 The co-ops have been “stable orga-
nizations in a bad economy,” and given 
their mission to keep energy costs as 
low as possible, “member interests are 
perfectly aligned with the interests of 
the co-op,” he said. 
 Petersen recalled an insurance 
executive explaining why his com-
pany invested in CFC bonds. The man 
owned property in a remote northern 
area served by an electric co-op and 
told Petersen he’d observed that “Your 
people seem to work harder and care 
more about what they do, and I wanted 
to own some of that.” 

Petersen: Co-ops work 
harder, care more

Becker issues new ACRE challenge
 Wisconsin’s national ACRE (Ac-
tion Committee for Rural Electrifica-
tion) Director Larry Becker still has his 

beard, but he issued 
a fresh challenge 
Monday that could 
cost him his cher-
ished whiskers. 
    If WECA members 
reach 50 President’s 
Club ($500) mem-
berships and all 
co-op directors and 

management become active through 
ACRE membership, participation 
in the Direct Givers conduit, or by 

Safety culture 
pays dividends
 WECA members received an ag-
gregate $750,000 this month in group 
retention benefits for claims avoided, 
and could see reduced rates based 

on five-year loss 
totals, Federated 
Rural Electric In-
surance Exchange 
Account Executive 
Keith Johnson told 
annual meeting at-
tendees Monday.
     Johnson urged 
creation of “near-
miss” reporting pro-

grams to enhance the “culture of safety” 
encouraged by the co-op insurer.
 F e d e r a t e d 
Vice President 
Chad Ogren noted 
that 30 percent of 
the organization’s 
total overhead is 
spent on safety and 
training, and claim 
counts are down 28 
percent over the 
past decade. 

RESCO success, role with WECA noted 
 Patronage benefits returned to 
Wisconsin electric cooperatives by 
the Rural Electric Supply Cooperative 
(RESCO) total $8 million during the 
past 10 years, President and CEO Matt 
Brandrup told WECA annual meeting 
participants at Stevens Point Monday.

documenting personal contacts with 
elected officials, the 2017 Education 
and Lobby Days will see what Becker 
called “a shaving party.”
 State ACRE Chairman Bob 
Kretzschmar reported Wisconsin 
had 544 member-
ships—348 Regular, 
134 Century Club, 
17 Vice President’s 
Club, and 45 Presi-
dent’s Club—and 
118 conduit contrib-
utors. “There’s still 
room for improve-
ment,” he said.   

   He highlighted the close connec-
tion of the two organizations, saying 

“we were born at 
the same time,” 
and RESCO sales 
of materials to 
cooperatives be-
ginning in 1939 
saved the thinly 
capitalized Wis-
consin Electric 
Cooperative, as 
the statewide or-

ganization was then known.
 One of nine co-op-owned distribu-
tors of utility equipment nationally, 
RESCO is third in sales per employee, 
Brandrup said, adding that increasing 
market share allows the organization 
to bring greater value to members.  
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